
 

Toward a broader notion of community

   
   
   
Abstract:

Both leading scientific journals and the popular press now regularly report the convincing evidence of
massive environmental degradation and decline. Yet despite the seriousness of the problems, despite their
anthropogenic nature, and despite their profound implications for present and future population health, such
topics are rarely discussed in the leading public health journals. When these issues are mentioned, they are
examined in the same limited framework as other questions in public health--questions of models and tests
of independent causal associations dominate. This approach will not suffice, for both scientific and ethical
reasons. If public health scientists wish to sustain human health in the face of such crises, and to retain our
integrity as scholars who speak truthfully about public health matters, we will have to broaden the notions of
"health" and "community" to include nonhumans. I draw on recent scholarship in moral philosophy and in
the philosophy of science to support my argument. Scholars in the health professions must take seriously
the words of theologian andrew Linzey, who states that the attempt to place human well-being in a special
and absolute category of its own is perhaps the primary cause of our ecological travail.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/pbm.2007.0008   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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